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PURPOSE

This informational presentation and discussion will provide an overview of graduate education
at the universities of Minnesota State, along with context on national trends in graduate
education. Particular attention will be paid to how graduate education supports transfer across
Minnesota State.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The most recent American Community Survey data showed that 13.7% of Minnesotans aged 25
or older hold a graduate or professional degree. This is in line with the national data showing
that 14.0% of all Americans aged 25 or older hold a graduate or professional degree. However,
Minnesota does have a higher percentage of the population aged 25 or older who hold a
bachelor’s degree (25.4%) than the national average (21.6%), which represents an opportunity
to create additional and more efficient pathways for students to complete a graduate degree.

To support the ongoing academic and educational vitality in the state, Minnesota State offers
more than 350 master’s and applied doctoral programs across the seven universities. The
largest enrollment in Minnesota State graduate programs are in education and health



professions. In the previous academic year (FY23), the overall enrollment in graduate programs
across the seven universities was 9,497 (unduplicated) credit bearing students. Almost 14% of
FY23 credit bearing graduate students were Indigenous students and students of color.

Looking at the national landscape for graduate education, the Council of Graduate Schools 2023
report, Graduate Enrollment and Degrees 2012-2022, notes that “while overall outlook for the
graduate education community remains positive... graduate institutions are beginning to
experience the slowing enrollment growth trends that challenge the higher education sector as
a whole.” The top three broad fields for first-time graduate enrollees are business, health
sciences, and education. Additionally, the report highlights a decline in overall first-time
graduate enrollment from the fall of 2021 to the fall of 2022 (-4.7%), as well as declines in first-
time graduate enrollment among American Indian/Alaska Native students (-1.6%), Black/African
American students (-7.8%), and among Latinx students (-7.8%).

Mirroring these national trends, Minnesota State experienced a decline graduate enrollment in
the fall of 2022 after having seen continuing growth in graduate enrollment prior to and during
the first two fall semesters of the pandemic (fall 2020 and fall 2021). Preliminary numbers for
the fall of 2023 show that graduate enrollment across Minnesota State remained largely
unchanged from the fall of 2022.

Additional Resource

Graduate Enrollment and Degrees 2012-2022, Council of Graduate Schools (2023)



